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the Nam Pawn and the Salween with an average altitude of almost
5,000 feet. In the Trans-Salween country the main Salween-
Mekong watershed is the most conspicuous range. Its crest
marks the boundary with China from a little south of the Nam
Ting. A westward spur from the main range here forms the Mong
Ling Shan group with peaks of 8,665 feet, 8,600 feet, 7,920 feet
and 7,573 feet. In the southern Trans-Salween country the main
watershed breaks up into many branches and the drainage systems
are very involved. Many peaks on or near the Siam border rise
to over 6,000 feet, and in the Loi Lan range of Eastern Karenni
there is one peak 7,109 feet.

Though the Shan country is watered by many considerable
rivers, none of them are navigable, except occasionally by country
boats. The rivers of the Shan country belong to three different
drainage basins, those of the Irrawaddy, the Salween and the
Mekong. Of the first named rivers two large tributaries water the
northern Ois-Sahveen country, the Sliwcli (Nam Mao) and the Nam
Tu or Myitnge. Each, flows for a considerable part of its course
through mountain gorges, where it is much broken by rapids, and is
navigable only for short distances along the still reaches that occur
in the open parts of its valley. The Salween with its tributaries
takes by far the greater part of the drainage of the Shan country.
The Salween itself runs in a deep rocky bed between steep jungle-
covered mountains. Though the volume of water is very large,
its course is frequently broken by rapids, which have baffled all
attempts at navigation. On the right bank the chief affluents
are the Nam Pang and the Nam Teng, both rising in the Northern
Shan States, flowing parallel to and at no great distance from
one another and the Salween, and entering it in Keng Hkaxn
and Mawkmai, respectively. The chief left bank tributaries are
the Nam Ting, which rises in China and joins the Salween some
miles below the Kunlong ferry, and the Nam Hka which rises in
the north-east corner of the Wa country, marks the frontier with
China for a few miles of its central course, and falls into the Salween
at Maw Hpa.

The Mekong, where it forms the boundary between Keng Tung
and French Indo-China, is about the same size as the Salween in
the corresponding latitude, and in parts flows through similar deep
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